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Migration and the Dutch economy
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This publication in a nutshell

● Main question: What is the influence of the business cycle and of economic 

policy on migration to and from the Netherlands?

o Part 1: History of migration and migration policy since 1950

o Part 2: Role of the business cycle and economic policy

● Key take-away: migration and the economy are closely linked, primarily 

through the demand for labour
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Migration and the business cycle

Sources: CBS Statline and own calculations CPB
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Migration and economic policy

29-11-2024

● Labour market policy: labour market flexibility encourages migration

● Social security policy: no unambiguous evidence for a “welfare magnet”

● More generally: any economic policy that influences labour demand may 

also impact migration



History of the Guest workers

Sources: CBS Statline and de Lange (2007, link)
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https://repository.ubn.ru.nl/handle/2066/37492


Industries with many Guest workers

Source: CBS Maandstatistieken and own calculations CPB
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Lessons from the Guest worker era

29-11-2024

● High unemployment among permanently settled Guest workers from 1973 

onwards

● Migration policy, particulary labour migration policy, should align with the 

direction of the Dutch economy

● Policy should ensure long-term employability of immigrants
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